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Text: Various Scriptures

1. Step One:

A. No English translation is perfect.

2. Step Two:

A. Do the detective work and find repetition of ideas, terms, or phrases.

B. Highlight relationships between phrases/terms (i.e. contrasts) and clauses (i.e. if...then's).

3. Step Three:

A. Ask good key questions of the text.

B. is King!

1 Context.

‘If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.

If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two
others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to
the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven. Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done
for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am [

among them.” — Matthew 18:15-20 ESV



Context.

And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who
sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturmned the tables of the money-changers
and the seats of those who sold pigeons. And he would not allow anyone to carry anything
through the temple. And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house
shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations'? But you have made it a den of robbers.” And
the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared

him, because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching. — Mark 11:15-18 ESV

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your
shield,; your reward shall be very great” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me,

for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said,
"‘Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” And
behold, the word of the Lord came to him: "This man shall not be your heir, your very own son
shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven, and number the
stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he

believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

And he said to him, ‘I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you
this land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said
to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a
turtledove, and a young pigeon.” And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid each
half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. And when birds of prey came

down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great
darkness fell upon him. Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will
be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for
four hundred years. But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they
shall come out with great possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace, you
shall be buried in a good old age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for

the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch
passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying,

“To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Eqypt to the great river, the river Euphrates,
the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim,

the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” — Genesis 15 ESV



4. Step Four:

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of
the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he
looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But the one who looks into

the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts,
he will be blessed in his doing. — James 1:22-25 ESV

A. Hearing the Word, and not doing it makes our religion

MEMORY VERSE
The unfolding of your words gives light, it gives understanding to the simple
- Psalm 119:130 NIV



