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Big Idea: When we choose to move closer to Christ, He will lead us to spiritual growth and new
opportunities of influence.

Text: Acts 10

1. God’s to His church.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the
believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give

to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor

of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. — Acts 2:42-47

At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. He
and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God
regularly. One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who
came to him and said, “Cornelius!” Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked. The angel
answered, “Your prayers and qifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God. Now

send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. — Acts 10:1-5

While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three men are looking for you.

So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for | have sent them.” — Acts 10:19-20

2. What is holding us ?
Acts 10:23-43

A.

Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. — Colossians 3:2



B. Our

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is herel!
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

C.

“Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged,
for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” — Joshua 1:9

the mark.

| press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
— Philippians 3:14

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get
the prize. — 1 Corinthians 9:24

He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his
own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.
— 2 Timothy 1:9

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out even on Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said,
“Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit
just as we have.” So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter
to stay with them for a few days. — Acts 10:44-48

A. Discipleship Journey:

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose ... for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable. — Romans 8:28, 11:29

C. Live a life of !

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth.
“Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. — Matthew 9:9



