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Big Idea: Commitment is strengthened by mutual faith, works through major challenges, and survives the
ups and downs of life.

Text: Various passages from Genesis

. COMMITMENT IS STRENGTHENED BY A

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?
Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What

does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? — 2 Corinthians 6:14-15

In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are
disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, as they

observe your chaste and respectful behavior. — 1 Peter 3:1-2 {NASV}

COMMITMENT WORKS THROUGH

Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because
the famine was severe. As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “| know what a beautiful
woman you are. When the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me but will
let you live. Say you are my sister, so that | will be treated well for your sake and my life will be spared
because of you.” When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians saw that she was a very beautiful woman.
And when Pharaoh’s officials saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh, and she was taken into his palace.

He treated Abram well for her sake, and Abram acquired sheep and cattle, male and female donkeys,

menservants and maidservants, and camels. — Genesis 12:10-16

COMMITMENT THE UPS AND DOWNS OF LIFE.

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian maidservant named Hagar;
so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my maidservant;

perhaps | can build a family through her.” Abram agreed to what Sarai said. — Genesis 16:1-2



So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar
and gave her to her husband to be his wife. He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew
she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are responsible
for the wrong | am suffering. | put my servant in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she
despises me. May the LORD judge between you and me.” “Your servant is in your hands,” Abram said.
“Do with her whatever you think best.” Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her.

— Genesis 16:3-6

Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised.
Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised

him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. — Genesis 21:1-3

IV. COMMITMENT MEANS BEING

There Abraham was buried with his wife Sarah. — Genesis 25:10b

MEMORY VERSE
Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness
have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?
2 Corinthians 6:14



