Empowered By The Spirit
Church Next - Part 1
September 16 & 17, 2017
Dr. Rex Keener, Senior Pastor
Big Idea: When we seek to exalt Christ, the Holy Spirit empowers our testimony and instead of
just being a passive audience, we become a powerful army.
Text: Acts 1-2
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen. – Ephesians 3:20-21
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For
John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” – Acts 1:4-5

I. THE 			

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Nevertheless, in their presumption they went up toward the high hill country, though neither
Moses nor the ark of the Lord’s covenant moved from the camp. Then the Amalekites and
Canaanites who lived in that hill country came down and attacked them and beat them down
all the way to Hormah. – Numbers 14:44-45

II. THE 		

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” – Acts 1:8
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were
sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. – Acts 2:1-4
When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” – Acts 2:37

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” – Acts 2:38
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to
their number that day. – Acts 2:41
With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and
much grace was upon them all. – Acts 4:33
All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and
goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved. – Acts 2:44-47

III. HOW DO WE 			

THE HOLY SPIRIT AS HE CONTINUES

TO WORK THROUGH US?
1. They were 			 .
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak
about.” – Acts 1:4
2. They lived in 			

.

They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother
of Jesus, and with his brothers. – Acts 1:14
There is one body and one Spirit – just as you were called to one hope when you were
called – one Lord, one faith, one baptism. – Ephesians 4:4-5
3. They 		

before they received power.

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” – Acts 2:38
“If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” – Luke 11:13
After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. – Acts 4:31

4. They 			 Christ.
“Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by
miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves
know. This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you,
with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised
him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for
death to keep its hold on him.” – Acts 2:22-24

MEMORY VERSES
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
Ephesians 3:20-21

