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Big Idea: If we live in light of God’s presence and promises, we can be free from perfectionism
and pessimism.

Text: Haggai 2:1-9 (ESV)

In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by the
hand of Haggai the prophet: “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah,
and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, and
say, ‘'Who is left among you who saw this house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is

it not as nothing in your eyes? Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong,

O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the
LORD. Work, for | am with you, declares the LORD of hosts, according to the covenant that | made
with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not.” - Haggai 2:1-5 (ESV)

God'’s frees us from perfectionism.

The lie of perfectionism:

In order to reach a goal, must be perfect.

Then Solomon sent this message back to Hiram: “You know that my father, David, was not able
to build a Temple to honor the name of the LORD his God because of the many wars waged
against him by surrounding nations. He could not build until the LORD gave him victory over all
his enemies. But now the LORD my God has given me peace on every side; | have no enemies,
and all is well. So | am planning to build a Temple to honor the name of the LORD my God, just
as he had instructed my father, David. For the LORD told him, “Your son, whom | will place on
your throne, will build the Temple to honor my name. “Therefore, please command that cedars
from Lebanon be cut for me. Let my men work alongside yours, and | will pay your men whatever
wages you ask. As you know, there is no one among us who can cut timber like you Sidonians!”
-1Kings 5:2-6 (NLT)

So Hiram supplied as much cedar and cypress timber as Solomon desired. In return, Solomon
sent him an annual payment of 100,000 bushels of wheat for his household and 110,000 gallons
of pure olive oil. -1 Kings 5:10-11 (NLT)



Then King Solomon conscripted a labor force of 30,000 men from all Israel. He sent them to
Lebanon in shifts, 10,000 every month, so that each man would be one month in Lebanon and
two months at home. Adoniram was in charge of this labor force. Solomon also had 70,000
common laborers, 80,000 quarry workers in the hill country, and 3,600 foremen to supervise the
work. -1 Kings 5:13-16 (NLT)

Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak,

the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the LORD. Work, for | am with you,
declares the LORD of hosts, according to the covenant that | made with you when you came out
of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. - Haggai 2:4-5 (ESV)

God'’s presence = God’s help

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. - Psalm 46:1 (NIV)

Unless the LORD had given me help, | would soon have dwelt in the silence of death. When |
said, "My foot is slipping,” your unfailing love, LORD, supported me. - Psalm 94:17-18 (NIV)

Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches
over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to

rest, eating the bread of anxious toil; for he gives to his beloved sleep. - Psalm 127:1-2 (ESV)

God'’s free us from pessimism.

For thus says the LORD of hosts: “Yet once more, in a little while, | will shake the heavens and the
earth and the sea and the dry land. And | will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations
shall come in, and | will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. The silver is mine, and
the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts. The latter glory of this house shall be greater than
the former, says the LORD of hosts. And in this place | will give peace, declares the LORD of
hosts.” - Haggai 2:6-9 (ESV)

After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice,

“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” - Revelation 7:9-10 (ESV)

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you.

And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.” - Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV)



