
“JOY IN THE WAITING”
Series: “THEN SINGS MY SOUL,” Part 3 of 4

Sunday, December 18, 2022 at 9:00 &amp; 11:00 AM

Text: Luke 2:25-35

Big Idea: Joy is a confident trust in God’s presence and purposes, even when they don’t

completely fit our expectations.

Luke 2:25-32, Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and

devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.

26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had

seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the

parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28

Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you have

promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation,

which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.”

Luke 2:25b, “Waiting for the consolation of Israel.”

I. WHY DOES GOD MAKES US WAIT?

Isaiah 64:4, “Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has

seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him.”

Lamentations 3:24-26, I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for

him.” The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is

good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.

Andrew Murray writes:

At our first entrance into the school of waiting upon God, the heart is mainly set on the

blessings which we wait for. God graciously uses our needs and desires for help to

educate us for something higher than we were thinking of. We were seeking gifts; He,

the Giver, longs to give Himself and to satisfy the soul with His goodness. It is just for this



reason that He often withholds the gifts, and that the time of waiting is made so long.

He is constantly seeking to win the heart of His child for Himself.

II. WHAT ARE THE HAZARDS OF NOT WAITING ON GOD?

Romans 4:18-20, “Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father

of many nations, just as it had been said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’ Without

weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he

was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. Yet he did not

waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith

and gave glory to God.”

III. HOW DO WE BEST WAIT ON GOD?

A. We work.

B. We worship.

C. We witness.

Luke 2:33-35, “The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him.

Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause

the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so

that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul

too.”


