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Point #1: Personal devotion builds the upper floors of spiritual
maturity

And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he
departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. -
Mark 1:35 (ESV)

In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he
continued in prayer to God. - Luke 6:12 (ESV)

And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain
by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone -
Matthew 14:23 (ESV)

Point #2: Genuine fellowship extends beyond the four walls of
the church.

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers... And day by
day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts - Acts
2:42,46 (ESV)

Point #3: Spontaneity provides a richness that rituals can’t
match.



“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners,
that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have
received their reward... “And when you pray, do not heap up empty
phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for
their many words... But when you pray, go into your room and shut
the door and pray to your Father who i1s in secret. And your Father
who sees in secret will reward you. - Matthew 6:5,7,6 (ESV)

Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! Sing
to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. -
Psalm 96:1-2 (ESV)

Then he added, “Every teacher of religious law who becomes a
disciple in the Kingdom of Heaven is like a homeowner who brings
from his storeroom new gems of truth as well as old.” - Matthew
13:52 (New Living Translation)

Point #4: There is no substitute for the private study of God’s
Word.

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. - Acts 2:42
(ESV)

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. - Psalm
119:105 (ESV)

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of
the Lord is sure, making wise the simple - Psalm 19:7 (ESV)

I have chosen the way of faithfulness; I set your rules before me. -
Psalm 119:30 (ESV)



so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return
to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall
succeed in the thing for which I sent it. - Isaiah 55:11 (ESV)

And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his
brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord... - Jeremiah
31:34a (ESV)



